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NOTE.

The following compilation contains the
library laws of California which are in

force at the present time. It does not,
however, include those sections of city
charters relating to libraries, because such

sections are of local importance only. And
with the exception of the laws governing
the State Library and of the Supreme
Court Library, no laws of separate insti-
tutions are given.

Section 410 of the Political Code is

given, because, in a way, it supplements
Section 409 and furnishes libraries with

all the law on the subject of the distribu-

tion of State publications.



LIBRARY LAWS

OF THE

STATE OF CALIFORNIA,

1909.

CONSTITUTION OF CALIFORNIA.

Section Relating to Public Libraries.

ARTICLE XIII.

REVENUE AXD TAXATION.

SECTION 1. All property in the State. Library
not exempt under the laws of the United Sot1'
States, shall be taxed in proportion to its 1
value, to be ascertained as provided by
law. * * *

Provided, that property used for free
public libraries * * * shall be exempt
from taxation. T Amendment adopted No-
vember 6, 1804.]



PENAL CODE.

Sections Relating to Libraries.

Defacing § 623. Every person who maliciously
property, ., _ , . . .
nirede- cuts, tears, defaces, breaks, or injures any

book, map, chart, picture, engraving,
statue, coin, model, apparatus, or other
work of literature, art, mechanics, or
object of curiosity, deposited in any public
library, gallery, museum, collection, fair,
or exhibition is guilty of a misdemeanor.
[Approved March 6, 1901; Stats. 1901,
p. 99.]

willful § 623|/^. Whoever willfully detains any
|'i^n book, newspaper, magazine, pamphlet.
meaner manuscript, or other property belonging

to any public or incorporated library,
reading-room, museum, or other educa-
tional institution, for thirty days after
notice in writing to return the same, given
after the expiration of the time which by
the rules of such institution such article

or other property may be kept, is guilty
of a misdemeanor and shall be punished
accordingly. [Became a law under con-
stitutional provision, without Governor's
approval, March 14, 1899; Stats. 1899,
p. 97.]



GENERAL LAWS,

Founding, Maintaining, etc., of Public
Libraries, Museums, and Galleries of
Art.

An Act to encourage and provide for the
dissemination of a knowledge of the
arts, sciences, and general literature,
and the founding, maintaining, and
perpetuating public libraries, museums,
and galleries of art, and the receipt
of donations and contributions thereto
/'"lien established; for the conveyance,
holding, and protection of real property
trithin this State suitable for the pur-
poses herein designated, and the erec-
tion thereon of buildings appropriate to
such purposes, and for the creation of
trusts necessary or proper for the better
preservation of such institutions and
the control and management thereof.

[Approved March f>, 18X7; Stats. 1S.S7, p. 20.]

The people of the State of California,
represented in Senate and Assembly, do
enact as follows: Manner

of con-

SECTION 1. Any person intending invf>;infSifts for

his lifetime, or by will or trust deed, to fHssem-
ination of

operate after his death, to found, mam- k-nowi-
tain, and perpetuate in this State a public a,-£° etc.



library, museum, gallery of art, or any or
all thereof, for the diffusion of mechan-

ical, scientific, artistic, and general knowl-
edge, may to that end and for such

purpose, and for any purpose within the
purview of the title of this Act, convey

in writing by words denoting a gift or
grant to one or more trustees named in

such gift or grant, and to their successors,
any library or collection of books and
works for such public library, or any
museum, or gallery of art in this State.
and such gift or grant may also express,
and shall be construed to be a conveyance
of the future additions and accretions

thereof ; and he may also in like manner,
to that end. and for such purpose, convey

by grant to such trustee or trustees, any
real property within this State belonging
to him which may be necessary or proper
for the erection and maintenance of build-

ings suitable to such institution, and the
buildings erected thereon, with grounds

conveniently adjacent thereto, and other
lands, tenements, and hereditaments for
the purpose of producing an income for
the support and maintenance of such in-
stitutions, or any of them, and any collat-
eral burdens which may be imposed by
the terms of such foundation as part and
parcel of the regulations for its conduct,
and also personal property of all dexcrip-
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lions, which may subserve the purposes s
of the institution and maintenance of any

such library, museum, or gallery of art.
SKC. 2. Any contributions or gifts by (;ift> \>\

any other person than the founder, of any th»n
property suitable to the general plan or 

f

support of any institution mentioned in
the title of this Act. shall immediately
vest in the trustees, and become incor-

porated into and subject to the trust,
and to all its terms and conditions, and be

managed under the rules and regulations

prescribed therefor.
3. The person making such gift,

feions con-

grant, or conveyance, as founder, may tainod in
therein designate :

1. The name by which the institution so
founded and maintained shall be known.

-. Its nature, object, and purposes.
o. The powers and duties of the trus-

tees. which shall not be exclusive of other

»o\vers and duties that, in their judgment,

lay be necessary more effectually to carry
>ut the purposes of such institution.

4. The mode and manner and by whom
;he successors to the trustees named in

the gift or grant shall be appointed.
Such rules and regulations for the

lanagement of such institution, and the

furtherance of its purposes, as the grantor
lay elect to prescribe : but such rules and

"emulations shall, unless the grant shall
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otherwise prescribe, be deemed advisory
only, and shall not preclude such trustees
or their successors from making such
changes as new conditions may, from time
to time, require.

6. The place or places where the neces-
sary buildings shall be erected, and the
general character thereof. The person

making such grant may therein provide
for all other things necessary or proper to
carry out the purposes thereof, or other-
wise, by his last will or testament.

Trustees SEC. 4. The trustees named in such
may sue
and gift or grant, and their successors, may, in
defend. the name of such institution designated in

the gift or grant, sue and defend in rela-
tion to the trust property, and to all mat-
ters affecting the institution so founded
and established.

Privileges SEC. -5. By a provision in such gift or
in-anted

to grant, the founder may elect, in respect to
founder.

the personal and real property conveyed,
and the additions and increase thereof,

and in respect to the erection, mainte-
nance, and management of any buildings
auxiliary thereto, and in respect to any

property connected with such institution,
to reserve to himself a veto and right of

annulment or modification of any act of
such trustees, in case he shall, within
thirty days after notice of the perform-
ance of such act. file in the office of said



rustees, or deliver to their president or

>rincipal officer, a notice, in writing, of
;uch veto, annulment, or modification, and
ipon a like notice, in conformity with a
)ro vision in such gift or grant, he may
*lect to perform during his life all the
lowers which, by the terms thereof, are
rested in or enjoined upon the trustees

herein named, and their successors ; pro-

''idcd. that upon the death or disability to
\ct of the founder and grantor, such pow-

"rs and duties shall be devolved upon, and

3e exercised by, the trustees named in the
rift or grant, and their successors. Such
person may also reserve the right to alter,

J> amend, or modify, at any time during his
life, or by his last will and testament, the
terms and conditions thereof, and the

trusts therein created in respect to such

institution, its buildings, and the property
conveyed therefor.

SEC. 6. The founder shall have power
in said deed of trust to name and describe ^
the character and personality of any
or more of the immediate or future trus- aild

impose

tees, the librarian, and other officers, and particu-
, . , . , , lar dutit

to name and impose any particular duty on
to be performed by any one or more trus-
tees or other officers, so described and
characterized, and to declare and limit
any compensation, and fix the character

.

and method of such compensation ho may
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choose to provide for any such trustee
or other officer whom the terms of his

foundation may characterize, and upon
whom specific or general duties shall be
imposed.

Gifts, SEC. 7. Any such gift or grant may be
recorded, executed, acknowledged, and recorded in

the manner now or hereafter provided by
law for the execution, acknowledgment,
and recording of grants of real property.

Ti.,.e ».f SEC. S. No suit, action, or proceeding"
luencing shall be commenced or maintained by any

person to set aside, annul, or affect said
gift, grant, or conveyance, or to affect the

title to the property conveyed, or the right
to the possession or to the rents, issues,
and profits thereof, unless the same be

commenced within twro years after the date
of the tiling of such grant for record.

SEC. 9. Any person, being the founder,
may be- , . . ~, ,. ,. ,,
queath to making a gift or grant tor any of the
crfCaii- purposes mentioned in this Act may, at

anv time thereafter, by last will or testa-
ment. devise or bequeath to the State of
California all or any of the property, real

and personal, mentioned in such gift or
grant, or in any such supplemental thereto,
and such devise or bequest shall take effect
in case, from any cause wrhatever, the gift
or grant shall be annulled or set aside, or
the trusts therein declared shall for any

reason fail. Such devise or bequest is
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hereby suffered to be made by way of as-
"uirance that the intentions of the grantor

^hall be carried out. and in the faith that

ho State, in case it shall succeed to the

property, or any part thereof, will, to the
"xtent and value of such property, carry

nit. in respect to the objects and purposes
>f any such grant, all the wishes and in-
tentions of the grantor.

Sue. 10. The provisions of this Act
shall be liberally construed, with a view ti..n ..f
to effect its objects and purposes, and the vi'sLns.
singular number in the construction
thereof shall be deemed to include the

plural, and the plural number shall be
Adeemed to include the singular.

SKC. 11. Nothing in this Act shall re- Unm-i>i-

peal, modify, change, or have any effectlecec.

upon any of the provisions of an Act of etc. 
/" , i " " /» r» SCuOOlS*

the Legislature of the State of California

entitled "An Act to advance learning, the

arts and sciences, and to promote the pub-
lic welfare by providing for the convey-
ance, holding, and protection of property.
and the creation of trusts for the found-

ing, endowment, erection, and mainte-
nance within this State, of universities,

colleges, schools, seminaries of learning.
mechanical institutes, museums, and gal-

leries of art." approved March ninth.
eighteen hundred and eighty-five.

SKC. 12. This Act shall take effect im-

media telv.
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Municipality Library Act.

A.n Act to amend an Act approved March
2'j. 1901, and entitled "An Act to pro-
ride for the establishment and main-

it nance of public libraries within

municipalities. "

[Amendment approved April 12, 1909.]

The people of the State of California,
represented in Senate and Assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 3. The common council, board
of trustees, or other legislative body of
any incorporated city or town in the State
of California, may, and upon being re-
quested to do so by one fourth of the
electors of such municipal corporation in
the manner hereinafter provided, must,
by ordinance, establish in and for said
municipality a public library ; provided,
there be none already established therein.

ivtith.ns. SEC. 2. The request referred to in

the preceding section may be by a single
petition, or by several petitions , provided,
that such several petitions be substanti-
ally in the same form, and that such sin-
gle petition has, or several such petitions
in the aggregate have, the signatures of
the requisite number of electors.
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SEC. 3. Such public library shall be R"anl of
tract*

nanaged by a board designated as the
:>oard of library trustees, consisting of
five members, to be appointed by the
mayor, president of the board of trustees
or other executive head of the munici-

pality. by and with the consent of the
legislative body of said municipality.
Such trustees shall severally hold office

for three years, serving without com-
pensation ; provided, that the members
of the first board appointed shall so
classify themselves by lot that one of
their number shall go out of office at the

of the current fiscal year, two at the
of one year thereafter, and the other

two at the end of two years thereafter.
Men and women shall be equally eligible
to such an appointment, and vacancies
shall be filled by appointment for the un-
expired term in the same manner.

SEC. 4. Boards of library trustees shall M
meet at least once a month at such

times and places as they may fix by reso-
lution. Special meetings may be called
at any time by three trustees, by written
notice served upon each member at least
three hours before the time specified for
the proposed meeting. A majority of the
board shall constitute a quorum for the
transaction of business. Such boards



- 10

shall appoint one of their number presi-Ior Doni'd,

dent, who shall serve for one year and
until his successor is appointed, and in;
his absence shall select a president pro
torn. Such boards shall cause a proper
record of their proceedings to be kept.

I'-.wersof SEC. .">. Boards of library trustees shall
board.

have power:

Fir#t--To make and enforce all rules,
regulations and by-laws necessary for the
administration, government and protection
of the libraries under their management,
and all property belonging thereto.

Second--To administer any trust de- j
dared or created for such libraries, and

receive by gift, devise, or bequest and
hold in trust or otherwise, property sit-
uated in this State or elsewhere, and

where not otherwise provided, dispose of
the same for the benefit of such libraries.

Third--To prescribe the duties and

powers of the librarian, secretary and
other officers and employes of any such
libraries: to determine the number of and

appoint all such officers and employes.
and to fix their compensation, which said
officers and employes shall hold their offices
or positions at the pleasure of said board.

'Fourth-To purchase necessary books,
journals, publications and other personal
property.
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Fifth- -To purchase such real property, powers o
and erect or rent and equip such buildings
or building, room or rooms, as may be
necessary, when in their judgment a suit-
able building, or portion thereof, has not
been provided by the legislative body of
the municipality for such libraries.

8tith--To require the secretary of
state and other State officials to furnish

such libraries with copies of any and all
reports, laws and other publications of
the State not otherwise disposed of by
law.

Seventh- -To borrow books from, lend
books to and exchange the same with
other libraries, and to allow non-residents

to borrow books upon such conditions as
they may prescribe.

Eighth - To do and perform any and
all other acts and things necessary or
proper to carry out the provisions of this
Act

SEC. 0. Boards of library trustees Must

shall, on or before the last day of July in JJJJ^ to
each year, make a report to the legisla- f°Jer"~
tive body of their municipality, giving the
condition of the library on the thirtieth c°py t«.

^titte

day of June preceding, together with a library.
statement of their proceedings of the year
then ended, and forward a copy thereof to
the State Library at Sacramento.
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SEC. 7. The legislative body of any
municipality in which a public library
has been established in acorclance with

this Act, shall in making the annual tax
levy and as part thereof, if the mainte-
nance of the library has not been oth-
erwise provided for, levy a tax for the
purpose of maintaining such library and
purchasing property necessary therefor,
which tax shall be in addition to other

taxes, the levy of which is permitted in

the municipality. Provided that after two
ijn.it of years from the establishment of new libra-

ries thereunder, where a maintenance cor-
responding thereto, has not been otherwise
provided, in municipalities of the tirst, sec-
ond and third classes, such tax levy shall
not exceed two mills on the dollar of as-

sessed valuation, and in municipalities of
the fourth, fifth and sixth classes, such
levy shall not exceed three mills on the
dollar of assessed valuation.

Library SEC. 8. The revenue derived from said
land. "

tax, together with all money acquired
by gift, devise, bequest, or otherwise, for
the purposes of the library, shall be appor-
tioned to a fund to be designated the
library fund, and be applied to the pur-
poses herein authorized. If such pay-
ment into the treasury should be incon-
sist with the conditions or terms of any

such gift, devise, bequest, the board shall
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provide for the safety and preservation of
the same, and the application thereof to
the use of the library, in accordance with
the terms and conditions of such gift,
devise or bequest. Payments from this p;«.vm«-nts
fund shall be made upon warrants issued
after due audit by, and an order from, the
library trustees, which warrants shall be
signed by the president and secretary of
said board of library trustees. The treas-

urer of the municipality shall pay such
warrants without any further order or

warrant from any other authority.
SEC. 0. Every library established under

. must lit-

this act shall be forever free to the in- free.

habitants and non-resident taxpayers of
the municipality, subject always to such
rules, regulations and by-laws as may be
made by boards of library trustees ; and
prodded, that for violations of the same
a person may be fined or excluded from

the privileges of the library.
SEC. 10. Boards of library trustees Lendina

and the legislative bodies of neighboring ne
municipalities or boards of supervisors of
the counties in which public libraries are palitil "*"
situated, may contract for lending the
books of such libraries to residents of

such counties or neighboring municipal-
ities, upon a reasonable compensation to
be paid by such counties or neighboring
municipalities.
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Title to SEC. 13. The title to all property ac-
propei-ty.

quired tor the purpose ot such libraries,
when not inconsistent with the terms of

its acquisition, or otherwise designated,
shall vest in the municipalities in which
such libraries are, or are to be, situated,
and in the name of the municipal cor-
porations may be sued for and defended

by action at la\v or otherwise.
Art of SEC. 12. An Act entitled "An Act to

repealed, establish free public libraries and read-
ing rooms," approved April twenty-six,
eighteen hundred and eighty, is hereby re-
pealed ; provided, that as to existing
libraries this Act is to be deemed a con-

tinuation thereof, and such libraries shall
be governed hereby accordingly ; pro-
vided, however, that this act shall have

no application to any library established
or governed by the provisions of a city
charter, and the provisions of any city
charter shall in no manner be affected

by this Act.
SEC. 13. Any ordinance establishing a

he library adopted under the provisions of
section one of this Act must be repealed

by the body which adopted the same upon
being requested to do so by fifty-one per
cent, of the electors of such municipal cor-

porations, as shown by the great register
then in force, and upon the repeal of such
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ordinance such library shall be disestab-
lished in such municipal corporation.

Unincorporated Towns Library Act.

Act to allow unincorporated towns
and rillages to establish, equip and
maintain public libraries; to provide for
the formation, f/orernment and opera-
tion of library districts; the acquisition
of property thereby; the calling and
holding of elections in such districts;
the assessment, collection, custody and
disbursement of ta.rcs therein; and to

create boards of library trustee*.

[Approved April 12, 1909.]

The people of the State of California.
represented in Senate and Assembly, </o

enact as folloics:

SECTION 1. Any unincorporated town u
or village of this State may establish,
equip and maintain a public library for
the dissemination of a knowledge of thelil>r;"v
arts, sciences and general literature, in ac-
cordance with the provisions of this Act.

SEC. ± Upon the application, by peti- Petition.
tion. of fifty or more taxpayers and resi-

dents of said town or village to the board
of supervisors in the county in which said



town or village is located, praying for the
formation of a library district, and setting
forth the boundaries of the said proposed
district; the said board of supervisors
must, within ten days after receiving said

ion. petition, by resolution, order that an elec-
tion be held in the said proposed district
for the determination of the question and
shall appoint three qualified electors
thereof to conduct said election.

notice of SEC. 3. Said election shall be called by
election.

posting notice thereof in three of the most
public places in said proposed library dis-
trict, and by publication in a daily or
weekly paper therein, if there be one, at
least once a week for not less than fifteen

days. Said notices must specify the time,
place, and the purposes of said election,
and the hours during which the polls will
be kept open ; provided, that in districts
with a population of ten thousand or
over, the polls must be opened at eight
o'clock A. M., and kept open until seven
o'clock p. M., and in districts where the

population is less than ten thousand, the
polls must not be opened before one
o'clock P. M., and must be kept open not
less than six hours.

Kicction, SEC. 4. Said elections shall be con-

dacted. ducted in accordance with the general
election laws of this State, where appli-
cable, without reference to form of ballot
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>r manner of voting, except that the bal-
ots shall contain the words, "For library
listrict," and the voter shall write or
>rint after said words on his ballot the

vord "Yes," or the word "No."

SEC. 5. Every qualified elector, resi- wii.-. m,-n
lent within the proposed district for theN
)eriod requisite to enable him to vote at
i general election, shall be entitled to vote
it the election above provided for.

SEC. 6. It shall be the duty of the i>ut\..f

lection officers to report the result of said officers.
"lection to the board of supervisors with-
n five days subsequent to the holding
hereof.

SEC. 7. If a majority of the votes at Library
aid election shall be in favor of a library

listrict, the said board of supervisors
nust, by resolution, establish said library

listrict. and must appoint three trustees;
vho must be qualified electors and resi-

lents within the limits of the proposed
ibrary district; to be known and called

: board of library trustees, of the town or
"illage for which they are appointed.
>uch trustees shall severally hold office
or three years from the first day of July
text succeeding their election and until
heir successors are elected and qualified ;

f erring without compensation; provided,
<jircrc;\ that the members of the first

loard appointed shall be so classified by
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the board of supervisors at the time of
their appointment, that one of their num-
ber shall go out of office on the thirtieth
day of June next succeeding his appoint-
ment, one at the end of one year there-
after, and the other one at the end of two
years thereafter. Vacancies shall be filled

by the board of supervisors by appoint-
ment for the unexpired term.

if SEC. 8. If a majority of the votes cast
oppose,' shall be against a library district, the
proceed- board of supervisors shall, by order, so

declare ; no other proceedings shall be
one year, taken in relation thereto until the expira-

tion of one year from the date of presenta-
tion of the petition.

Kstab- SEC. 9. The fact of the presentation of
lishnient

of library the petition, and the order establishing the
in library district and making the appoint-

inent of the three library trustees, shall be
'"! s"per" entered in the minutes of the board of * I >O I «5 "

supervisors and shall be conclusive evi-
dence of the due presentation of a proper
petition, and that each of the petitioners
was, at the time of signature and presen-
tation of the petition, a taxpayer and
resident of the proposed district, and of
the fact and regularity of all prior pro-
ceedings of every kind and nature pro-
vided for by this act, and of the existence
and validity of the district.
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Sue. 10. Boards of library trustees Meetings

shall meet at least once a month, at such library
time and place as they may fix by resolu-
tion. Special meetings may be called at
any time by two trustees, by written no-
tices served upon each member at least
twelve hours before the time specified for
the meeting. Two members shall consti-

tute a quorum for the transaction of busi-
ness. At its first meeting held after the Pn-si.UMit
first day of July the board shall organize s<,-,, -

by electing one of its number president,
nnd another one of its number secretary:

they shall serve as such for one year or
until their successors are elected and

qualified. Such boards shall cause atenifi-
,. ., ,. , cafe filed

proper record or its proceedings to be with

kept, and at the first meeting of the board h«ri
of trustees of any library formed under
the provisions of this Act, it must imme-
diately cause to be made out and filed
with the State Librarian at Sacramento

a certificate showing that such library has
been established, with the date thereof,

the names of the trustees, and the officers

of the board chosen for the current fiscal

year.

SEC. 11. The board of library trustees p,,WlM.s
so appointed by the said board of super- [£rary
visors, and their successors, shall be au- board-

thorixed and they are hereby empowered,
and it shall be their duty :

O
" »



Powers First-To make and enforce all rules,
of

library regulations, and by-laws necessary for the
administration, government and protection
ot the libraries under their management,
and all property belonging thereto.

Second--To administer any trust de-
clared or created for such libraries, and
receive by gift, devise, or bequest, and
hold in trust or otherwise, property sit-
uated in this State or elsewhere, and

where not otherwise provided, dispose of
the same for the benefit of such libraries.

Third- -To prescribe the duties and
powers of the librarian, secretary, and
other officers and employees of any such
libraries ; to determine the number of and

appoint all such officers and employees, and
fix their compensation, which said officers
and employees shall hold their offices and
positions at the pleasure of said boards.

Fourth- -To purchase necessary books,
journals, publications, and other personal
property.

Fifth- -To purchase such real property,
and erect or rent and equip, such build-
ing or buildings, room or rooms, as in
their judgment may be necessary to prop-

erly carry out the provisions of this Act.
tii,i-th-To require the Secretary of

State and other State officials to furnish

such libraries with copies of any and all
reports, laws, and other publications of
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the State not otherwise disposed of by£°wers
law. library

t~W~**l 1*1 1

Scuenth- -To borrow books from, lend

books to, and exchange the same with
other libraries, and to allow non-residents
to borrow books upon such conditions as
the board may prescribe.

Eighth- -To do and perform any and all
other acts and things necessary or proper

to carry out the provisions of this Act.
yiuth--To file, through their secretary.

on or before the last day in the month of

July of each year, a report with the State
Librarian at Sacramento giving the condi-
tion of their library and the number of
volumes contained therein on the thirtieth

day of June preceding.

Tenth--To designate the hours during
which the library shall be open for the
use of the public; provided, however, that
all public libraries established under the

provisions of this Act, shall be open for
the use of the public during every day in
the year.

SEC. 12. In any library district formed Estimate
under the provisions of this Act, which tenance
is now maintaining a public library, or
which shall have petitioned for and has
been granted permission to establish, and
intends to maintain a public library in
accordance with this Act, it shall be the

duty of the board of library trustees
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therein, to furnish to the board of super-
visors of the county wherein said library
district is situated, each and every year,
on or before the first day of September,
an estimate of the cost of leasing tem-
porary quarters; purchasing- a suitable
lot; of procuring plans and specifications
and erecting a suitable building; of fur-
nishing and equipping the same, and of
fencing and ornamenting the grounds, for
the accommodation of the public library,
and of conducting and maintaining the
same for the ensuing fiscal year, or for
any or all of said purposes; provided,

Bond however, that the board of library trus-

tees, may, when in its judgment it is
deemed advisable, and upon the petition
of fifty or more taxpayers residing within
said library district, must, call an elec-
tion and submit to the electors of the said

library district whether the bonds of said
library district shall be issued and sold
for any or all of the purposes of this Act.

Tax levy SEC 13. AVheu such estimate shall
ry. 

have been submitted to the board of

supervisors of any county in which a pub-
lic library district has been established,
the said board of supervisors, must, at
the time of levying county taxes, levy a
special tax upon all of the taxable prop-
erty within the limits of the said library
district, sufficient in amount to maintain



the said public library, or to purchase the
site, erect and equip the building*, im-
prove the grounds or building, or for any
or all of the purposes of this Act. The
taxes so levied shall be computed, entered

upon the tax roll, and collected in the
same manner as other taxes are com-

puted, entered and collected.
SEC. 14. The revenue derived from

said tax, together with all money acquired
by gift, devise, bequest, or otherwise, for
the purposes of the library, shall be paid
into the county treasury to the credit of
the library fund of the district wherein
said tax was collected, subject only to the

1 order of the library trustees of said dis-
trict. If such payment into the treasury
should be inconsistent with the terms or

conditions of any such gift, devise, or be-
quest, the board of library trustees shall
provide for the safety and preservation of
the same, and the application thereof to
the use of the library, in accordance with
the terms and conditions of such gift, de-
vise or bequest.

SEC. 15. Every library established un- Li
der the provisions of this Act shall be
forever free to the inhabitants and non-

resident taxpayers of the library district,
subject always to such rules, regulations,

i and by-laws as may be made by the board
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of library trustees; also provided, that
for violations of the same a person may
be fined or excluded from the privileges
of the library.

May lend SEC. 16. Boards of library trustees
neighbor- and the boards of trustees of neighboring
c?paWies~ library districts, or the legislative bodies
districts. °^ neighboring- municipalities, or boards

of supervisors of the counties in which

public libraries are situated, may con-
tract to lend the books of such libraries to

residents of such counties or neighboring
municipalities, or library districts ; upon
a reasonable compensation to be paid by
such counties, neighboring municipalities,
or library districts.

Title to SEC. 17. The title to all property ac-
property.

quired for the purposes or such libraries,
when not inconsistent with the terms of

its acquisition, or not otherwise desig-
nated, shall vest in the district in which
such libraries are, or are to be situated.
Every library district must be designated
by the name and style of ..............
library district, (using the name of the
district) , of ............ county, (using
the name of the county in which said
district is situated) ; and in that name
the trustees may sue and be sued, and
may hold and convey property for the use
and benefit of such district. A number
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must not be used as a part of the desig-

nation of any library district.

SEC. 18. An election for library trus- Kh,ti,m
tee must be held in each library district, frattee*.
annually; at the public library, if there is
one, and if there is none, at the place to
be designated by the board of trustees;
for the election of one library trustee,

\vho shall hold office for three years dat-
ing from the first day of July next suc-
ceeding his election, or until his successor

shall be elected, or appointed and quali-
fied.

SEC. 10. The number of library trus-Number

tecs for any library district established trustee..
under the provisions of this Act, shall be
three.

SEC. 20. Xot less than ten days before Xoti.-es of
the election required in section eighteen of 

(

this Act, the trustees must post notices
in three public places in the district, one of

which places shall be the public library :
which notices must specify the time and
place of election, and the hours during

which the polls will be kept open; if
within five days of holding the election the
trustee have failed to post the notices re-

quired under this section, then any three
" "lectors of the district may give notice.

SEC. 21. Boards of trustees must ap- con«iu.-t
point one inspector and two judges to election.
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conduct the said election, if none are so
appointed, or, if those appointed are not
present at the opening- of the polls, the
electors present may appoint them, and
they shall conduct the election. Any
member of the board of library trustees is
hereby qualified to administer the oath
and swear in the election officers.

SEC. 22. In library districts with a
population of ten thousand or over, the
polls must be open at eight o'clock A. M.,
and kept open until seven o'clock P. M.;
in districts Avhcre the population is less
than ten thousand the polls must not be

opened before one o'clock P. M., and must
be kept open not less than six hours.

\vh<> jn«y SEC. 28. Every elector, resident of the
library district, who is a qualified elector
of the county, and who is registered in
the district where the election is held at

least thirty days before the election, may
vote thereat.

vote in SEC. 24. Voting must be by ballot
(without reference to the general election
law in regard to laminations, form of bal-
lot, or manner of voting,) which shall be

handed by the elector voting to the inspec-
tor, who shall then, in his presence deposit

the same in the ballot box, and the judges
shall enter the elector's name on the poll
list.



SEC. 25. Any person offering to vote
may be challenged by any elector of the
district, and the judges of election must
thereupon administer to the person chal-
lenged an oath, in substance as follows :
"You do swear that you are a citizen of
the United States, that you are twenty-
one years of age, that you have resided in
this State one year, in this county ninety
days, and in this library district thirty
days preceding this election, and that
your name is on the great register of this
county and was on the great register of
a precinct of this library district at least
thirty days before this election, and that
you have not before voted this day." If
he takes the oath prescribed in this sec-
tion, his vote must be received, otherwise
his vote must be rejected.

SEC. 2C>. A poll and tally list must be iv.u .-
kept and must be returned to the board
of library trustees.

SEC. 27. The officers of election must ( am;.--

publicly canvass the votes immediately
after closing the polls, and make, sign,
and deliver certificates of election to the

person elected, which must, with the oath

of office of the person so elected attached,
be forwarded to the count y clerk and filed
in his office.
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' 2S' Tll- board of trustees of any
library district may, when in their judg-
ment it is deemed advisable, and must,
upon a petition of fifty or more tax-
payers and residents of said library dis-
trict, call an election and submit to the

electors of the district, whether the bonds
of such district shall be issued and sold

for the purpose of raising money for the
purchase of suitable lots, of procuring
plans and specifications and of erecting a
suitable building, of furnishing and equip-
ping the same, and of fencing and orna-
menting the grounds, for the accommoda-
tion of the public library, or for any or
all of the said purposes, or for any or all

of the purposes of this Act; for liquidat-
ing any indebtedness incurred for said
purposes, and for refunding any out-
standing valid indebtedness, evidenced by
bonds or warrants of the district.

Notice of SEC. 29. Such election must be called

by posting notices, signed by the board, in
three of the most public places in the dis-
trict, for not less than twenty days be-
fore the election ; and if there is a news-

paper published in the district, or if not,
a newspaper published in the county, by
publishing such notice therein not less
than once a week for three successive

weeks.
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SEC. 30. Such notice must contain :-

1. Time and place of holding such elec-

tion ;

2. The names of inspectors and judges
to conduct the same ;

3. The hours during the day in which
the polls will be open ;

4. The amount and denomination of the

bonds, the rate of interest and the num-

ber of years, not exceeding forty, the

whole or any part of said bonds are to
run.

SEC. 31. The election shall be con- E
ducted in accordance with the provisions [{',

, of twenty-one, twenty-two, twenty-three,

twenty-five, twenty-six, twenty-seven, of
this Act, in so far as they are applicable
to the election for bonds.

SEC. 32. Voting must be by ballot v,,u-1.\-
(without reference to the general election
law in regard to form of ballot, or manner

of voting.) except that the words to ap-
pear on the ballot shall be, "bonds-yes,''
and ''bonds-no," and except further, that
persons voting at such bond election shall
put a cross (X) upon their ballots, with
pencil or ink, after the words, "bonds-

yes," or "bonds-no," (as the case may
be) to indicate whether they have voted
for or against the issuance of the bonds ;

which said ballot shall be handed by the
elector voting to the inspector, who shall
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then. in his presence, deposit the same in
the ballot box, and the judges shall enter
the electors name on the poll list.

of votes, * canvass SEC< 33. On the seventh day after
said election, at eight o'clock p. M., the
returns having been made to the board of
trustees, the board must meet and can-

vass said returns, and if it appears that
a majority of the votes cast at said elec-
tion was in favor of issuing such bonds,
then the board shall cause an entry of
such fact to be made upon its minutes
and shall certify to the board of super-
visors of the county, all the proceedings
had in the premises, and thereupon said

.,f board of supervisors shall be and they are

hereby authorized and directed to issue
the bonds of said district, to the number
and amount provided in such proceedings,
payable out of the building fund of such
district, naming the same, and that the
money shall be raised by taxation upon the
taxable property in said district, for the
redemption of said bonds and the payment
of the interest thereon ; provided, that the

An...nnt total amount of bonds so issued shall not

'' exceed five per cent of the taxable prop-
erty of said district, as shown by the last
equalized assessment book of the county.

Kc,,m SEC. 34. The board of supervisors by
nu order entered upon its minutes shall



prescribe the form of said bonds ami of
the interest coupons attached thereto, and
must fix the time when the whole or any

part of the principal of said bonds shall
be payable, which shall not be more than
forty years from the date thereof.

SEC. 35. Said bonds must not bear a interest
on bonds.

greater amount or interest than six per
("""lit. said interest to be payable annually
or semi-annually; and said bonds must
be sold in the manner prescribed by the
board of supervisors, but for not less than
par. and the proceeds of the sale thereof
must be deposited in the county treasury
to the credit of the building fund of said
library district, and be drawn out for the

purposes aforesaid as other library moneys
are drawn out.

SEC. 30. The board of supervisors, a I Tax KW
the time of making the levy of taxes for inter, M
county purposes, must levy a tax for that
year upon the taxable property in such "f
district, at the equalized assessed value
thereof for that year, for the interest and
redemption of said bonds, and such tax
must not be less than sufficient to pay the
interest of said bonds for that year, and
such portion of the principal as is to be-
come due during such year, and in any
event must be high enough to raise, an-
nually, for the first half of the term said

bonds have to run, a sufficient sum to pay
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the interest thereon ; and during the bal-
ance of the term, high enough to pay such
annual interest, and to pay, annually, a
proportion of the principal of said bonds
equal to a sum produced by taking the
whole amount of said bonds outstanding
and dividing it by the number of years
said bonds then have to run, and all
moneys so levied, when collected, shall be
paid into the county treasury to the credit
of the said library district, and be used for
the payment of principal and interest on
said bonds, and for no other purpose. The
principal and interest on said bonds shall
be paid by the county treasurer, upon the
warrant of the county auditor, out of the
fund provided therefor; and it shall be
the duty of the county auditor to cancel
and tile with the county treasurer the
bonds and coupons as rapidly as they are
paid.

unsold SEC. 37. Whenever any bonds issued

under the provisions of this Act shall re-
main unsold for the period of six months
after having been offered for sale in the
manner prescribed by the board of super-
visors ; the board of trustees of the

library district for or on account of which
said bonds were issued ; or of any library
district composed wholly or partly of ter-
ritory which, at the time of holding the
election authorizing the issuance of such
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bonds, was embraced within the district unsold 

" >

for or on account of which such bonds

were issued, may petition the board of
supervisors to cause such unsold bonds to
be withdrawn from market and canceled.

Upon receiving such petition, signed by a
majority of the members of said board of
trustees, the supervisors shall fix a time
for hearing the same, which shall be not
more than thirty days thereafter, and shall
cause a notice, stating the time and place
of hearing, and the object of the petition
in general terms, to be published for ten
days prior to the day of hearing, in some
newspaper published in said library dis-
trict, if there is one, and if there is no
newspaper published in said library dis-
trict, then in a newspaper published at the
county seat of the county in which said
library district or part thereof is situated.
At the time and place designated in the
notice for hearing said petition, or at any
subsequent time to which said hearing may
be postponed, the supervisors shall hear any
reasons that may be submitted for or

against the granting of the petition, and
if they shall deem it for the best inter-

ests of the library district named in the
petition that such unsold bonds be can-
celed, they shall make and enter an order

in the minutes of their proceedings that
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said unsold bonds be canceled, and there-

upon said bonds, and the vote by which
they were authorized to be issued, shall
cease to be of any validity whatever.

SEC. 08. The district may at any time
in:iy IK.' , . .
dissolved, be dissolved upon the vote ot two thirds

ol: the qualified electors thereof, upon an
election called by the library trustees of
such district, upon the question of disso-
lution. Such election shall be called and

conducted in the same manner as other

elections of the district. Upon such dis-
solution, the property of the district shall
vest in any incorporated town or city that
may at such time be in occupation of a
major portion of the territory of such
library district and including- within its
town or city limits the property and
buildings wherein the library is situated;
and if there be no such incorporated town
or city, then the property shall be vested
in the board of supervisors of the county
until the formation of such a town or city ;

provided, however, that if, at the time of
X levy such election to dissolve such district,

indebted- there be any outstanding bonded indebt-
of such district, the vote to dis-

soive such district shall dissolve the same

for all purposes excepting only the levy
and collection of taxes for the payment of
such indebtedness ; and from the time
such district is thus dissolved until such



bonded indebtedness, with the interest
thereon, is fully paid, satisfied and dis-
charged, the legislative authority of such
incorporated town or city, or the board
of supervisors, if there be no such incor-
porated town or city, is hereby consti-
tuted ex officio the library board of such
district. And it is hereby made obliga-
tory upon such board to levy such taxes
and perform such other acts as may be
necessary in order to raise money for the
payment of such indebtedness and the in-
terest thereon, as herein provided.

SEC. 39. All acts or parts of Acts con-
flicting with the provisions of this Act are

] hereby repealed.
SEC. 40. This Act shall take effect im-

mediately.

Deposit of Newspaper Files in Libraries.

An Act to authorize the deposit of certain
newspaper files kept in recorders' offices.
in free public libraries.

[Approved March 19,1909.]

The people of the State of California, rep-
resented in Senate and Assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. The county boards of su-
" f 11 i , . of

pervisors of the several counties may papers in
authorize the recorders of their several EfiSS
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counties to deposit with any free public
library maintained at the county seat such
newspaper files, or portions thereof, as
may be in the custody of such recorders

by virtue of an Act approved April 8,
1862, and entitled "An Act for the pur-
chase and preservation of public news-

papers, printed and published in the sev-
eral counties of this State," or by virtue
of any other Act.

SEC. 2. Before making such deposit,
the said board of supervisors shall obtain
from the board of trustees or other au-

thorities in charge of such free public
library an agreement that they will prop-
erly preserve and care for such newspaper
tiles, and make them accessible to the
public.

COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM.

An Act to provide county library systems.

[Approved April 12, 1(.)09.]

The people of the State of California, rep-
resented in Senate and Assembly, do
enact as -follows:

SECTION 1. The boards of supervisors
of the several counties shall have power
to establish and maintain, within their
counties, county library systems in the
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manner and with the functions prescribed
in this Act.

SEC. 2. The board of supervisors of
any county may submit the question of
establishing a county library system to a
vote of the electors of such county in the
following manner:

They shall, not less than fourteen days \\.te on
before the annual election of school trus- ment

tees, send notices to the board of trustees i
of each school district in the county, de-

claring that a vote on the question of
establishing a county library will be
taken at the coming election of school
trustees. The trustees shall post such no-
tice in three public places within the dis-
trict. The board of supervisors shall
thereupon prepare two sets of ballots, one
reading "for a county library" and the
other ''against a county library," and
send a sufficient number of them to the

board of school trustees in each school

district in the county. These ballots shall
be kept on nand at the place where
said election is held, and each elector vot-
ing at such election may use one of these
ballots to express his wishes regarding
the establishing of a county library. Such
election for the establishment of a county
library shall be conducted substantially in
the manner prescribed for the election ot
school trustees, except that the result



_ 44 _ "

shall be certified to the county board of
supervisors, instead of the county super-
intendent of schools.

vote in In cities, where no election for school

trustees is held on the day when such
elections are held in other school districts

of the county, the county board of super-
visors may order a special election on the
question of establishing a county library,
to be held on the same day as in the
school districts outside of such city, and
be conducted substantially as elections
for the issue of county bonds are now con-
ducted.

After the certificates of the election

officers have been received by the county
board of supervisors, the said board shall
canvass and declare the result, and there-

after if a majority of the votes cast are
for a county library, must pass an ordi-
nance establishing a county library as
herein provided.

SEC. 3. Not less than five days before

part id-* any election regarding the establishing of a
pate. county library, as provided in section two

of this Act, the board of trustees, common
council, or other legislative body of any
incorporated city or town in the county,
or the board of trustees of any library

district, may notify the board of super-
visors that such city, town, or library dis-
trict, does not desire to participate in the
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county library system, and thereafter such
city, town, or library district shall not
participate in such election, and its inhab-
itants shall not be entitled to the benefits

jof such county library system when estab-
lished, and the property within such city.
town, or library district shall not be taxed
for county library purposes. But such
notice may at any time be withdrawn by
such city, or library district.

SEC. 4. The county library shall be county
, , . . ,. library

under the general supervision ot a com-com-
mittee of three selected annually by the1'
Bounty board of supervisors from among
its own members. The said committee

shall elect a count3~ librarian, who shall
;iold office for the term of four years, sub-
ject to prior removal for cause, after a

rearing, by the library committee. The

pause of such removal, together with all
proceedings therefor, shall be spread upon
! he minutes of such committee. The said

ounty librarian need not be a resident of
die county nor a citizen of the State of
California at the time of his election.

L'rior to entering upon the duties of his
office, such county librarian shall file with
:he county clerk the usual oath of office
\nd a bond, conditioned upon the faithful
performance of his duties, with sufficient

sureties approved by a judge of the
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Superior Court, in such sum as may be
determined by the county board.

SEC. ."). No person shall be eligible for
eiiffibiiity the office of county librarian, unless he has
librarian. I'^ceived. prior to his election, from the

State Librarian, or from the librarian of
the University of California, or the Lelaud
Stanford Junior University, a certificate to
the effect that in the opinion of such libra-
rian he is well qualified for the office. If

at any time there shall be established by
law in this State a system of certification
of qualified librarians, each county libra-
rian elected thereafter for a first term

must hold a proper certificate provided by
such system, in place of the certificate
above mentioned in this section. The sal-

saiai-y of ary of the county librarian shall, in the
lil>r:"'ian- counties of the first to tenth classes, be

two thousand four hundred dollars per
annum : in the counties of the eleventh to

twenty-ninth classes, two thousand dollars
per annum ; in counties of the thirtieth to
fortieth classes, one thousand five hundred
dollars per annum; in counties of the
forty-first to fifty-fourth classes, one thou-
sand dollars per annum; and in counties
of the fifty-fifth to fifty-eighth classes,
seven hundred and fifty dollars per an-
num. The county librarian shall also be
allowed his actual and necessary expenses
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incurred in traveling on the business of
his office.

SEC. 6. The library committee ap-

pointed by the county board of super- wm-
visors, as aforesaid, shall have power to"
make general rules and regulations re-

uarding the policy of the county library,
and to determine the number and kind of

'employees of such library. Bat the ap-p"vvt-is"f
librarian.

pointment and dismissal of such employees.

, and the management of the business of the
library, including the determination of
what books shall be purchased, shall be
entirely within the power of the county
librarian.

SEC. 7. The county librarian shall. n»t>«->- -*'
librarian

subject to the general rules adopted by

the library committee, build up and man-
age, according to accepted principles of
library management, a library for the use

of the people of the county. He shall
-.. .,, tion.

looperate in every expedient manner with
the librarians of other public libraries
\virhin the county, including the county
aw library, and render such assistance to

all as will tend to increase their efficiency.
ind may establish delivery stations and
>ranch libraries within the county. For
his purpose, he may employ such assist-
ints as may be authorized by the library
"oinmittee; provided, that where such
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services are rendered to a library belong-
ing to any municipal corporation not
taxed for the county library system, such
services shall be paid for at a fair rate
of compensation by such library, payable
into the county library fund established
by this Act.

< <»'nty SEC. 8. The county library systems of
under the State shall be under the general super-
Bupervi- vision of the State Librarian, who shall
"la**01 from time to time, either personally or by
librarian. olie Of jjjg assistants, visit the libraries in

each county and inquire into their condi-
tion. The actual expenses of such visits
shall be defrayed out of the state library
fund. The State Librarian may annually
call a convention of county librarians, to

county Ji- assemble at such time and place as he
sna]} deem most convenient, for the dis-
cussion of questions pertaining to the
supervision and administration of the pub-
lic libraries, the laws relating thereto, and
such other subjects affecting the welfare
and interest of the county libraries as
shall properly be brought before it. It is
hereby made the duty of all the county
librarians to attend and take part in the
proceedings of such convention when it is
called. The actual expenses of the county

EX- librarians attending the convention shall
be paid out of the county library fund.
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SKV. 0. The county librarian shall on Annual
or before the 15th day of July in each
year, report to the county board of super-
visors on the condition of his library sys-

tem for the year ending- June 30th pre-
ceding. Such reports shall, in addition to
other matters deemed expedient by the
county librarian, contain such statistical
;md other information regarding the

county library system as may be deemed

desirable by the State Librarian. For this
purpose the State Librarian may send to
the several county libraries instructions
or question blanks, so as to obtain the
material for a comparative study of
library conditions in the State. At the < >"!>>" to

time of making his annual report, the librarian.
county librarian shall send a copy thereof
to the State Librarian.

SEC. 10. The county libraries estab-
lished under this Act shall be free to the

use of the public ; provided, that only resi-
dents of the county outside of cities,
towns, and library districts not taxed for

: county library purposes shall have the
. privilege of drawing books therefrom for

use outside of the rooms of the library.
I Persons violating any of the reasonable
rules established by the library author-
ities may be excluded from the use of the
library.
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THX k>\y SEC. 11. The county board of super-
ior

Hi>rary. visors, after a county library has been
established, shall annually levy in addi-
tion to all other taxes levied by them, a
tax not to exceed one mill on the dollar of

assessed valuation for the purpose of pur-
chasing property for, and maintaining
the county library. County bonds may
be issued, in the manner prescribed in
section 4088 of the Political Code, for

the erection and equipment of library
buildings and the purchase of land there-

for. The county board of supervisors is
authorized to receive, on behalf of the

county, any gift, bequest or devise for the
county library. The title to all the prop-
erty belonging to the county library shall
be vested in the county. All funds of the

county library system, whether derived
from taxation or otherwise, shall be in

the custody of the county treasurer.
They shall constitute a separate fund,
called the county library fund, and shall
not be used for any purposes except those
of the county library system. No money
shall be paid out of the said county li-
brary fund, except on an order signed by
the chairman of the library committee,
and countersigned by the county librarian
or his assistant The said chairman shall

sign no order upon the library fund, until 1
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a proper voucher for the claim upon
which such order is based is filed and until

such claim has been duly audited and
allowed by the library committee. The
fact that such claim has been audited

and allowed shall be endorsed upon the
voucher and attested by the signatures of
at least two members of the committee.

SEC. 12. Instead of establishing a sep-(,,ntl;,,t

arate county library, the county board of]^Wic
supervisors may enter into a contract ac-{J^rry
cording to the provisions of this section " rk

with any city or incorporated town main-
taining a free public library: and the
board of library trustees, or other author-
ities in charge of such free public library
of any such city or town, is hereby
authorized to make such a contract. The

said contract may provide that the public
library of such city or town shall assume
the functions of a county library within the
county with which such contract is made,
as provided in this Act. The county
board of supervisors may agree to pay an-
nually into the library fund of such city
such sum as may be agreed upon. Either
party to such contract may terminate the
same by giving six months' notice of in-
tention to do so. 

Sygtem

SEC. 13. After a countv librarv sys-"!ay l>ediscon-

tem has been established, it shall not be tinned.
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system discontinued except by the two thirds vote
of the electors of the county voting at a

special election called for the sole pur-
pose of determining whether such library
shall be discontinued. Such election shall

be carried on substantially in the manner
now prescribed for the election on the issu-
ing of county bonds.



TEACHERS' LIBRARIES.

POLITICAL CODE.

§ 1565. Except for a temporary cer-
tificate, every applicant for a teacher's
certificate, or for the renewal of a cer-
tificate, upon presenting his application,
shall pay to the county superintendent a
fee of two dollars. All money so received
by the county superintendent shall imme-
diately be deposited by him in the county
treasury. The county treasurer shall
credit one half of all moneys so received
to a separate fund to be known as the
teachers' institute fund and the other

half to a fund to be known as the teach-

ers' library fund. The teachers' institute

fund may be expended in payment of the
services of such instructors in the county
teachers' institute as are not teachers in

the public schools of the county in which
such institute is held. For this purpose
warrants may be drawn by the auditor
upon the request of the county superintend-
ent. The teachers' library fund may be
expended, in a similar manner for the
establishment of a teachers' library and
for the transportation of library books,
and other reading matter of the teachers'
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library, to and from the various schools

of the county. The county superintend-
£ome ent may act as librarian thereof, but
part of whenever in anv county there is a county
county

Hilary library, the county superintendent may
require the county treasurer to credit all
moneys payable to the teachers' library

fund to the county library fund, and may
transfer to the county library all books
and other property belonging to the teach-
ers' library, and thereupon the county

library shall administer the teachers' li-
brary as part of itself; but all funds re-
ceived from the county superintendent in
accordance with this section shall be ex-

ponded exclusively for the purchase and
maintenance of books of professional inter-
est to teachers. [Amendment approved
February 20, 1009.J



SCHOOL LIBRARIES.

POLITICAL CODE.

§1712. First. The board of school s.-h,-,,,i

trustees, and the city board of education
in any city, must expend the library fund,
together with such moneys as may be
added thereto by donation, in the pur-
chase of school apparatus and books for
a school library, including books for
supplementary work; and no warrant
shall be drawn by the superintendent of

schools upon the order of any board of

trustees against the library fund of any
district unless such order is accompanied

by an itemized bill, showing the books
and apparatus, and the price of each, in

payment of which the order is drawn, and
unless such books and apparatus have

boon adopted by the county, or city, or
city and county board of education. All
orders of the trustees and of boards of

education for books or apparatus must in
every case be submitted to the superintend-
ent of schools of the county, or city, or

city and county, respectively, for his ap-
proval, before said books or apparatus
shall be purchased.
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book to l>c

stamped, shall cause each book now in their district

school library, or that may hereafter be
placed in said library, to be stamped on
the flyleaf, on the title page, and on each
one hundredth page of the book, with the
words, "Department of I'ublic Instruction,
State of California, County,

District Library," and the
county superintendent is hereby author-
ized and instructed to procure such
stamp for each district in his county, and
to pay for the same out of the county
school fund of such district. [Amend-

ment approved March 23, 1893; Stats.

1893, 250.]
Library § 1713. Except in cities not divided
fund.

into school districts the library fund shall
consist of not less than five nor more than

ten per cent of the county school fund
annually apportioned to the district; pro-
ridcd, -that should ten per cent exceed
fifty dollars, fifty dollars only shall be ap-
portioned to the district; except that in
districts having: five or more teachers,
there shall be apportioned a sum not less
than ten dollars nor more than fifteen

dollars for each teacher employed; and

proritlcd further, that the school trustees
of each district in the county shall, in the

month <)£ July in each year, notify the



- 57 -

superintendent of the county as to what
amount they desire to be apportioned for
their respective districts for the year.

§1714. In cities not divided into school
districts the library fund shall consist of in citi.->.
a sum not to exceed fifty dollars for

every one thousand children, or fraction
thereof of five hundred or more, between

the ages of five and seventeen years, an-
nually taken from the city or county
school fund apportioned to the city. The
superintendent shall apportion the library
fund in cities not divided into districts

among the several schools in proportion to
the average number of children belonging

i to each school. [Amendment approved
March 23, 1893.]

§1715. Libraries may be maintained^'110")
libraries

under the control of the district board of open t..
all

trustees or city board of education, and
; in such case shall be open to the use of

the teachers, pupils and all residents of

the district. Wherever practicable, the
library shall be kept open during vaca-
tion and non-school days. Whenever the May
county in which a district is situated shall

maintain a county library, the board of JJ
school trustees or city board of education
may agree with the proper authorities of
such county to make the school library a
branch of such county library. In such

| event, such board of school trustees or
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city board of education shall turn over

the books and other property of the dis-
trict library to the county library, and
shall annually transfer to such county li-
brary its library fund, as soon as it is
available, to be kept and expended as
other funds of such county library. The
said county library shall thereupon make
such district library a branch library,
managed and maintained according- to the

rules and regulations established by the
authorities of the county library. [Amend-
ment approved March 10. 1909.]

school § 1716. The board of school trustees
librarian.

of a district maintaining its own library
shall have power to appoint a teacher or
other proper person librarian of the district
library. It shall be the duty of such
librarian to manage such library as effi-

ciently as possible, and whenever expedi-
ent request the advice and assistance of
some person experienced in the art of
managing libraries. Whenever a district

library shall have become a branch library
as provided in section 1715 of this code,
the provisions of subdivision 2 of section
1712, and of section 1717 of this code,
shall not apply to them; but in all such

wan-ant cases the county, or city, or county and

r/c^imty city, superintendent of schools may draw
library. a warrant for the whole amount of the



district library fund, payable to the
proper authorities of the county library,
upon the filing- with him of a copy of the
resolution of the board of trustees of the

district, or city board of education, em-
bodying the agreement made with such
county library, which copy shall be duly
certified as correct by the clerk of the dis-
trict, or other proper officer. [Amend-
ment approved March 1.0. 1909.]

§1717. The trustees shall be held ac-

countable for the proper care and pres-

ervation of the library, and shall have SJ^*
power to assess and collect all fines, pen- lll)rai> "

alties, and fees of membership, and to

make all needful rules and regulations not
provided for by the state board of educa-
tion, and not inconsistent therewith ; and

they shall report annually to the county

superintendent all library statistics which
may be required by the blanks furnished
for the purpose by the superintendent of

public instruction. [New section approved
March 28. 1874.1
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COUNTY LAW LIBRARY.

POLITICAL CODE.

§ 4190. How established and governed;
fund for, created.

4191. For what purposes fund for may
be used.

4192. Trustees of, managers of board
of.

4193. Trustees of, how constituted.
4194. Trustees to serve without com-

pensation.
4195. Trustees, duties and powers of.
4196. Duties of auditor and treasurer

on demand of trustees.

4197. Trustees of, annual report of.
4198. Supervisors to furnish room for.
4199. Trustees, meeting and officers

of.

4200. Who entitled to privileges of.
4201. Secretary of state to furnish

publications to.
4202. Librarian of supreme court li-

brary to furnish duplicates
of books to.

4203. Repeal of certain laws. Lim-
itations on effect of this ar-
ticle.

4204. May be discontinued, how.

'."""" § 4190. On the commencement in, or
library,
>'"«" removal to, the superior court of any
ii»iW. county in this State of any civil action,

proceeding, or appeal, on filing1 the first
papers therein, the party instituting
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such proceeding, or tiling the said first
papers, and thereafter any defendant or
respondent or adverse party, or inter-
vening party, on his first appearance
therein (or anj* number of such defend-
ants or respondents or adverse parties
appearing jointly therein), shall pay to
the clerk of said court (in addition to

fees fixed by law), the sum of one dol- F.-. "
lar as costs, for a fund which shall be

designated as the "Law Library Fund,"
to be expended in the purchase of law
books and periodicals, and in the estab-
lishment and maintenance of a law

library at the county seat of said county.
which law library shall lie governed and o-nti-»i.

controlled, and said fund be expended
by the board of trustees hereinafter pro-
vided.

§4191. All moneys collected as pro- nisP,,>i-, ° f

vided in the preceding section shall be £l|'",/.'
paid by said clerk into the hands of the

treasurer of his county, who shall keep
the same separate and apart in the "Law

Library Fund." and shall be drawn there-
from as in this article provided, but only
to be used and applied to the purposes
herein authorized.

§4192. Any law library established ««-V.TM-
under the provisions of this Act shall be"
governed and managed by the "Board of
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Law Library Trustees" in this article pro-
vided.

Trustees §4193. There shall be in every countvof. how

cmisti- of this State a board of law library trus-

tees, consisting of five members, to be con-
stituted as follows : In every county where
there are only three superior court judges,
the said judges shall be ex-officio such
library trustees; the chairman of the
board of supervisors shall be ex-officio

such a trustee; and the board of super-
visors shall appoint a member of the bar
of the county to act as such trustee; such
appointment shall be made at the first
meeting of the board of supervisors after
the establishment of a law library in such
county, and the appointee shall serve until
the first meeting of the board of super-

visors in the succeeding January ; and the
said board shall, at any such meeting in
each succeeding January, appoint such a
trustee to serve for the term of one year.

In every county where there are more
than three judges of the superior court,
the judges of such county shall elect three
of their number to serve as such trustees,

and otherwise said board shall be as pro-
vided in this section. In all counties

where there are less than three judges of

the superior court, the board shall be con-
stituted as provided in this section, save
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that the board of supervisors shall ap-
point sufficient members of the bar to
make up the requisite number of trustees.

§4194. The office of trustee shall be office of.
u honorary.

honorary, and without salary or other
compensation.

§ 4195. Such board of trustees, by a

majority vote of all their members, to be
recorded in the minutes, with the ayes andtrustee:
noes at length, shall have power:

First- -To make and enforce all rules.

regulations, and by-laws necessary for the
administration, government, and protec-
tion of such library, and all property be-
longing thereto, or that may be loaned.

devised, bequeathed, or donated to the
same.

Second--To remove any trustee, except
an ex-officio trustee, who may neglect to
attend the meetings of the board of trus-

! tees, or who may absent himself from such
meetings, and fill all vacancies that may
from any cause occur in the board.

Third--To define the powers and pre-
scribe the duties of any and all officers,
determine the number, and elect all neces-
sary subordinate officers and assistants,

and at their pleasure remove any officer or
assistant.

Fourth--To purchase books, journals,
publications, and other personal property.
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Fifth--To order the drawing and pay-
ment, upon properly authenticated vouch-
ers, duly certified by the president and
secretary? of money from out of the law

library fund, for any liability or expendi-
ture herein authorized, and generally do
all that may be necessary to carry into
effect the provisions of this article.

Sixth--To fix the salaries of the libra-

rian, secretary, and other subordinate offi-
cers and assistants.

Seventh--To contract with any existing
law library association to make use of its

library for the purposes of a public law
library, under proper rules and regula-
tions to be prescribed by the board of trus-
tees, either by lease or such other contract

as may best carry the purposes of this
article into effect.

Duties of § 4196. The orders and demands of the
auditor .. 11-1 TI
and trew-trustees ot any such public law library,

when duly made and authenticated as
above provided, shall be verified and

audited by the auditing officer, and paid
by the treasurer of such county out of the
library fund properly belonging thereto,
of which full entry and record shall be
Kept as in other cases.

\imiiai $ 4197. The said board of trustees, on
or before the first Monday in December of

each year, shall make an annual report to
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the board of supervisors of their county,
giving the condition of their trust, with
full statements of all their property and
money received, whence derived, how used
and expended, the number of books, peri-
odicals, and other publications on hand ;
the number added by purchase, gift, or
otherwise during the year; the number
lost or missing, and such other informa-
tion as might be of interest. A financial
report, showing all receipts and disburse-
ments of money, shall also at the same
rime be made by the secretary of the

board of trustees, duly verified by his
ioath.

S 4198. The board of supervisors ofLibl:tr-v
room.

any such county shall provide a library-
Iroom for the use of such library, whenever

Isuch room may be demanded by such
board of trustees.

§ 4199. The said board of trustees shall Meetings.

| meet the first Tuesday of each month, and
jat such other times as they may appoint,
'at a place to be appointed for that pur-
ipose; and a majority of all their number
shall constitute a quorum for business.
They shall appoint one of their number officers.
as president of their board. They shall
select a secretary, who shall keep a full
'statement and account of all property.
imoney, receipts and expenditures, and a

6
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record and full minutes, in writing, of all
their proceedings. They may appoint a
librarian. The secretary may certify to
such proceedings, or any part or portion
thereof, under his hand, verified by an
official seal, adopted and provided by the
trustees for that purpose.

who g 4200. Said libraries shall be free to

to prhi- the judiciary, county officials, and mem-

bers of the bar of said county, and to all
inhabitants of said county ; but the board
of trustees may provide that no books
shall be removed from said libraries, ex-

cept by the judiciary, county officials, and
members of the bar, without the payment
of such dues as the board of trustees may
ordain, and under such rules or regula-

tions as may be by them provided.
secretary §4201. The Secretary of State is hereby
furnish authorized and directed to transmit to

the county clerk of each county of the
State, for the use of said library, a copy
of each and every publication which may
hereafter be made by this State, mid
especially a copy of each report of the
decisions of the supreme court, district

courts of appeal, and of the statutes of
this State ; and also a copy of all such

onm't "K imports and statutes heretofore published.
lil)i:"v $ 4202. The librarian of the supreme
duplicate .
»H.oks. court library is hereby authorized and
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directed to distribute among the law libra-

ries herein provided for such duplicates of
books as may be in State Library, and not
needed for its own purposes.

§ 4203. Wherever a law library, and a
i f A xr. " " tions ""

board of trustees to govern the same, is in effect <>f

existence under the provisions of any law, Article.
in any county, or city and county, in this
State, this article shall not be considered
a repeal of any legislation under which
such library is established and now gov-
erned, but shall be deemed to confer upon

such library the benefits of section forty-
one hundred and ninety; provided, Jioic-
ever, that it shall be discretionary with

the board of supervisors of any county to
provide by ordinance for the application
of the provisions of this article to such
conn ty.

S 4204. Whenever the board of super- May i>e
,, . o,, 1-1 diseon-

visors in any county in this State which tinned,

shall have adopted the provisions of this
article and have established a law library,
desire to discontinue such law library,
they shall by ordinance declare their in-
tention so to do, and shall provide in such
ordinance that the books already in the
library shall be transferred to and kept in
the chambers of the judges of the superior
court of such county ; and all moneys on
hand in the library fund of such county
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shall be by the same ordinance transferred

to the school fund of such county, and the
office of the board of trustees of such law

library shall be abolished. After such an

ordinance shall take effect, the county
clerk of such county shall not collect the
fees provided for in section four thousand
one hundred and ninety.

Addition § 4221 a. The boards of supervisors of
library the several counties of this State are

hereby authorized at their discretion to set
apart each month from the fees collected
by the county clerks in addition to fund
now provided for by law, a sum not ex-
ceeding thirty dollars in any one month,
to be paid by the county clerk into the
"law library fund" designated in section
four thousand one hundred and ninety of

this code and when so paid into said fund
the same shall constitute a part thereof
and to be used for the same purpose as

said fund is now used. [New section ap-
proved March 8, 1909.]



SUPREME COURT LIBRARY.

POLITICAL CODE.

§ 2313. Who may use.
§ 2314. Librarian and his duties.
§ 2315. Who may take books.
S 2316. Fund for support of.

§ 2313. This library is for the use of
the justices and counselors-at-law of the wiio ma>-
Supreme Court. _^

§ 2314. The justices of the Supreme
.Court are hereby authorized to appoint a u

'

librarian for the Supreme Court library,
who, under their direction, shall conduct
its affairs and be responsible for its care.
'He shall receive the salary provided for in
section seven hundred and thirty-nine of
this Code. [Amendment approved March
27, 1897.]

§ 2315. Books may be taken from this
library by the justices of the Supreme who
Court. At the request of a counselor of book*.
the court, the bailiff must take from the
library to the courtroom books for use in

the argument of any cause.
S 2316. The Supreme Court library fund

consists of fees collected by the clerk of Fund.
the court, as provided in Section 753 of
this Code, and is under the control of the
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court. Upon its order the controller must.

without the approval of any board, draw
his warrant upon the treasurer for the
amount specified, and in favor of the per-
son designated in such order, which war-

rant must be paid out of such fund.

§ 753. All fees collected by him [clerk
of Supreme Court] must be paid into the
State treasury, eighty per cent thereof to
the credit of the general fund, and twenty
per cent thereof to the credit of the

Supreme Court library fund. [Amend-
ment approved March 26, 1878.]

s,.iar.v. § 739. The annual salaries of the offi-
cers of the Supreme Court are as follows:

the librarian, fifteen hundred
dollars.



STATE LIBRARY.

POLITICAL CODE.

§ 343. Executive officers.
2292. Board of trustees.

2293. Powers and duties of board.

2294. Term of office of librarian.

2295. Duties of librarian.

2296. Who may take books.

2297. Books taken by members of
legislature.

2298. Books taken by state officers.

2299. Liability for injury to books.
2300. Library fund.

2301. Library hours.

2302. Salary of librarian.

2303. Salary of deputies.
2304. Bond of librarian.

230.". When this chapter takes effect.

Title I, Chapter III. Executive Officers.

£ 343. The number and designation of
the civil executive officers are as follows :

* : five trustees of the State

Library: a State Librarian; two deputies
for the State Librarian.

S 2292. The State Library is under the ».*,.! ..f
control of a board of trustees consisting of
five members, holding their offices for the
term of four years, and appointed by the
<i<iv<Tiior in the following manner, to wit:
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Three trustees shall be appointed for the
full term of four years, from and after the
twenty-eighth day of February, nineteen
hundred and two; and two trustees shall
be appointed for the term of two years
from and after said date. At the expira-
tion of the terms of office of the trustees

appointed as above provided, their suc-
cessors shall thereafter be appointed for
the full term of four years. Appointments
to fill vacancies caused by death, resigna-
tion, or removal shall be for the unex-

pired term only. [Amendment February
25, 1899.]

§ 2293. The powers and duties of the
iiutios of board are as follows:

1. To make rules and regulations, not
inconsistent with law, for its government
and for the government of the library;

2. To appoint a librarian, who must
designate one of his deputies as chief
deputy:

3. Whenever necessary, to authorize the
librarian to appoint an additional deputy
and other assistants;

4. To sell or exchange duplicate copies
of books;

5. To keep in order and repair the
books and property in the library ;

6. To draw from the State treasury at

any time, all moneys therein belonging to
the library fund ;
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7. To prescribe rules and regulations
permitting persons other than those named
in section twenty-two hundred and ninety-
six, to have the use of books from the

library :

S. To collect and preserve statistics and
other information pertaining to libraries,
which shall be available to other public
libraries within the State applying for the
sa me;

!). To make to the Governor, biennially.

a report of its transactions ;
10. To establish, in their discretion, de-

posit stations in various parts of the
State, under the control of an officer or

employee of the State Library ; provided.
that no books shall be kept permanently
away from the main library, which may

be required for official use. [Amendment
approved March 18, 1901).]

§ 2294. The librarian holds his office Term of

for the term of four years, unless sooner
removed by a unanimous vote of all the
trustees.

S 2295. It is the duty of the librarian : Duties.
1. To be in attendance at the library

during office hours.

'2. To act as secretary of the board of
trustees, and keep a record of their pro-
ceedings.
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Duties. 3. To purchase books, maps, engravings,
paintings, and furniture for the library.

4. To number and stamp all books and
maps belonging to the library, and to keep
a catalogue thereof.

5. To have bound all books and papers
that require binding,

(>. To keep a register of all books and
property added to the library, and of the
cost thereof.

7. To keep a register of all books taken
from the library.

8. To distribute to the ^tate University,
to the Leland Stanford Jr. University, to
each incorporated college in the State, to
each public library therein, and to such
other literary and scientific institutions

therein as his judgment may dictate, one
copy each of all official State publications,
including the laws, journals and appendices
of the Legislature, and to establish and
maintain with similar public institutions
of the general government, the other states,

and foreign countries, a system of ex-
change of such State publications for like
official publications and other valuable
works. The State Librarian is empow-
ered to make requisition upon the Secre-
tary of State for a sufficient number of
such State publications, to enable him to
carry out the requirements of this sub-
division.
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§ 2296. Books may be taken from the who
library by the members of the Legislature >>or,k<.
duriiig the sessions thereof, and by other
State officers at any time.

$ 2297. Books taken by members of the Books
Legislature must be returned at the close member*
of the session ; and before the controller jJtJjJ*
draws his warrant in favor of any mem-
ber of the Legislature for his last week's
salary, he must be satisfied that such
member has returned all books taken by

him and paid for any injuries thereto.
$2298. The controller, when notified Books

by the State Librarian that any officer or state
employee of the State for whom he draws "
a warrant for salary has failed to return

any book taken by him (or for which he
has given an order) within the time pre-
M-ribed by the rules, or the time within
which it was agreed to be returned, and
which notice shall give the value thereof.
must, after first informing said officer or
employee of such notice, upon failure by
him to return the said book, deduct from
the warrant for the salary of said officer
or employee, twice the value of such book,
and place the amount so deducted in the

state library fund. In case of the neglect
or refusal on the part of any officer or
employee of the State to return a book for

which he has given an order or a receipt
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or has in his possession, the State Libra-
rian is authorized to purchase for the
library a duplicate of said book, and to
notify the controller of such purchase,
together with the cost of the same. Upon
the receipt of such notice from the libra-
rian, the controller must deduct twice the

cost of said duplicate book from the war-
rant for the salary of said officer or em-
ployee, and place the amount so deducted

in the state library fund. The State
Librarian is empowered to bring suit in
his official capacity for the recovery of
any book or books, or for three times the
value thereof, together with costs of suit,

. against any person having the same in his
possession or being responsible therefor.
In case the librarian has purchased a
duplicate of any book as provided in this
chapter, he is authorized to bring suit as
aforesaid for three times the amount so

expended for said duplicate, together with
costs of suit.

injury to § 2299. Every person who injures or
fails to return any book taken is liable to
the librarian in three times the value

thereof.

Libnuv § 2300. Five thousand dollars of the

fees collected by the Secretary of State
each month and paid by him into the
state treasury shall constitute the state
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library fund. [Amendment approved Feb-
ruary 1_>0. 1900.]

§ 2301. During the session of the legis- Lii
hours.

lature and of the supreme court, the
library must be kept open every day from
nine o'clock A. M. until nine o'clock p. M.,

and at other times during such hours as

tho trustees may direct.
8 2302. The annual salary of the libra-L.ibra-

nan s

rian is thirty-six hundred dollars. [Amend- salary.

inent approved March 19, 1909.]
§ 2303. The annual salary of each Deputy's

salary.
deputy is eighteen hundred dollars.

$ 2304. The librarian must execute an Bond of
,..,,,. ,.1 librarian

official bond in the sum or throe thousand

dollars.

S 2305. This chapter shall be in force
and effect from and after the first day of
May. eighteen hundred and seventy-two.
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DISTRIBUTION OF STATE PUBLI-

CATIONS.

1. By State Librarian.

§ 409. All reports and other publica-
tions of state officers, commissions and de-
partments, except the laws, resolutions>
and journals of the legislature, shall be
delivered by the state printer to the state
librarian, except that twenty-five per cent
of the whole number of reports or other
publications shall be delivered to the offi-

cer, commission or department issuing
them. The librarian shall immediately
distribute the same as follows:

1. To the library of congress, three
copies.

2. To the State Library or other library
or department in each State, authorized to'
receive them, one copy.

3. To the librarians of the University of
California and the Leland Stanford Junior

University, one copy each.
4. To each member of congress from

California, to each of the United States
district judges in this State, to each of the
judges of the supreme court, the district
courts of appeal and the superior courts of
this State, one copy.
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5. To the chief of each administrative

:lepartment of the State government, and
to each of his deputies, one copy.

6. To the lieutenant governor, each
member of the legislature, the secretary of
the senate and the clerk of the assembly.
one copy each.

1. To each public library, and each
library connected with an incorporated

ollege or other educational, scientific, lit-
erary or art institution in this State,
nvhich may apply to be put on the mailing
ist for all or a portion of the State pub-

! ications, one copy.
All copies left on hand after distribution

l[is above shall be sent to any person ap-
plying therefor, except those publications
L'eqnirecl by law to be sold which shall be
>old as heretofore. Provided, that no per-
son shall be entitled to more than one copy
>f each publication. [Amendment ap-
n-oved March 20, 1909.]

i. By Secretary of State.
§ 410. The laws, resolutions and jour-

uils of the legislature shall be delivered by
che state printer to the secretary of state,
,vho shall immediately distribute them as
'ollows:

1. To the library of congress, three
bopies,



80

2. To the State Library or other librar
or department in each State, authorized t
receive them, two copies.

.'">. To the librarians of the University o
California and the Leland Stanford Junio

University, two copies each.
4. To each United States senator ain

each member of congress from California
to each of the United States distric^

judges in this State, to each of the judge
of the supreme court, the district courts o
appeal, and the superior courts of thi

State, one copy.
."">. To the chief of each administrated

department of the State government, nii(
to each of his deputies, one copy.

(.». To the lieutenant governor, eacl
member of the legislature, the secretary o
the senate and the clerk of the assembly

one copy each.
7. To each public library, and eacll

library connected with an incorporated col
lege or other educational, scientific, lit-
erary or art institution in this State
which may apply to be put on the mailing
list for all or a portion of the State pub-
lications, one copy.

8. To the State Library, fifty copies, 01
so many more as the state librarian may
require for exchange purposes.

9. Of the laws alone, to the county clerk
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of each county, in the cheapest and most
expeditious manner, to be by the sheriff
distributed under the direction of the

clerks, one copy for the board of supervis-
ors, one copy to each county officer and

i each justice of the peace and police judge;
, and of the journals, three copies of each
house, to each county clerk for the use of

" the county.

The secretary of state must also dis-

I? tribute of the bound volumes of the deci-
i sions of the supreme court, and of the dis-
i't.rict courts of appeal, as soon as he re-

ceives them :

1. To each State, two copies.
'2. To the library of congress, the su-

preme court library and the district courts
of appeal libraries, two copies each.

3. To each department of this State,
uid to each of the United States district

judges of this State, supreme, district
courts of appeal and superior judges of

,:his State, one copy.

4. To each district attorney and county
one copy.

5. To the reporter of the decisions, ten
Copies.

G. To the State Library, ten copies.
"Amendment approved March 20, 3000.]
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